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Judith Smart claims Pam Smart and her prison lover 


plotted to kill her for revenge. 
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Mrs. Smart: ‘Pam plotted with her 
prison lover to kill me for vengeance’ 
eerigheywhe 


By ED PUFFER 
Derry News Staff 





CONCORD — Assistant At- 
torney General Paul Maggiotto 
confirmed Wednesday the at- 
torney general's office and 
State Police conducted an in- 
vestigation into allegations that 
Pamela Smart and her prison 
lover schemed to murder 
Smart’s mother-in-law, Judith 
Smart, for revenge. 

Judith Smart revealed the 
threat against her in an inter 
view Tuesday after attorney’s 
presented arguments in her 
daughter-in-law’s appeal hear- 
ing at the state Supreme Court. 


Maggiotto said that authori- 
ties are considering reopening 
the investigation after the wom- 
an, who was released from pris- 
on more than a month ago, was 
seen at Tuesday’s hearing. 

Pamela Smart was convicted 
in March 1991 of orchestrating 


the 1990 murder of her husband, 
Gregg, and she is now serving a 
life sentence at the Goffstown 
women’s facility. Six months 
ago, she was punished after 
pleading guilty to charges of 
having sexual contact with an- 
other inmate. 

On Tuesday, her lawyer, J. 
Albert Johnson of Boston, ar- 
sued before the court that Pam- 
ela Smart did not receive a fair 
trial at Rockingham County Su- 
perior Court because Judge 
Douglas Gray had erred in not 
sequestering the jury. (See re- 
lated story.) 

After the hearing, Judith 
Smart said prison officials told 
the attorney general’s office of 
reports that Pamela Smart and 
her lover were conspiring to kill 
her. She said the attorney gen- 
eral’s office contacted her and 
started an investigation. 

“The State Police went to the 
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Smart jury 
was tainted, 


says Johnson 





By ED PUFFER 
Derry News Staff 


CONCORD — Pamela 
Smart’s chance for a new tri- 
al is now in the hands of the 


New Hampshire Supreme. 


Court, after a hearing Tues- 
day when the five justices 
heard arguments on whether 
Smart had been given a fair 
trial in Rockingham County 
Superior Court in 1991. 

At issue is whether Superi- 
or Court Judge Douglas Gray 
was right in choosing not to 
sequester jurors in order to 
keep them away from the in- 
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Derry News/Ed Puffer 
J. Albert Johnson 
..argues for new trial 






tense media coverage of the | 
most publicized trial in New |! 
Hampshire history. 
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Derry News/Ed Puffer 
2am Smart’s mother, Linda Wojas, talks with reporters 
wtside state Supreme Court Tuesday. 


Judith Smart reveals murder plot 
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Zontinued from Page 1 

rison to question this girl, the 
jay she was leaving they ques- 
joned her,” Judith Smart said. 
'She said her and Pam had dis- 
sussed me, had discussed some 
yay to get rid of me. They asked 
ler why they would want to do 
thything like this, and she said, 
Just for vengeance,’ ” 


“Both Johnson and Linda Wo- 
as, Pamela Smart’s mother, 
‘alled the allegations tg 
erous. 

,Maggiotto said the woman, 
ipon being released from pris- 
nn, said that she wanted to com- 
nit another crime so she could 
‘eturn to prison and be with 
Pamela Smart, 

_Magzgiotto said the investiga- 
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tion had been closed, but it 
could be reopened because the 
woman was seen in the court- 
house, and Judith Smart report- 
ed that she saw the woman.after 
the hearing. 

“T just went into the ladies’ 
room, and Pam’s lover, who 
was released from jail a month 
and a half ago and threatened 
my life, was ‘standing there,"’ 
Judith Smart said. ‘‘She just 
gave me this sarcastic grin, 
thinking thatI didn't know who 
she was...nothing was said.” 

Judith.Smart said she recog- 
nized the woman because inves- 
tigators had given her a. photo- 
graph. 

Magegiotto also confirmed 
Mrs. Smart was given a photo- 
graph of the woman identified 
as Smart’s lover in prison. 
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Smart was ndt allowéd to at- 
tend the hedring because she is 
serving a life sentence at the 
Goffstown women’s facility, af- 
ter being convicted of master- 
minding the plot to kill her hus- 
band, Gregory, in their Derry 
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had ihe her teen lover, Wil- 
liam Flynn, and’ some of his 
friends to kill her husband, a 
deed carfied out six days before 
the couple's first anniversary. 


At Tuesday's hearing, Boston 
attorney J. Albert Johnson-said 
Judge Gray should have: de- 
layed the trial, ordered it be 
moved to another part of the 
state, or both. Johnson said that 
in choosing neither, Gray 
should have ordered jurors be 
sequestered throughout the. tri- 
al, rather than only in the sec- 
ond day of deliberations, be- 
cause their judgment could 
have easily been tainted by the 
local, national and even inter- 
national media attention paid to 
the trial. 


“The jury was not seques- 
tered during the trial. The judge 
denied the motion to sequester, 
despite admitting, quote, ‘The 
press is out of control,’ ’’ John- 
son said. "One juror, whose 
words we have for posterity, 
has stated as pion ‘I felt like 
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Smiar Ys lawyer says _ 
jury-was tainted 


a bug in a glass jar today. I’ve 
never seen that much media: 
ever, and they were all over 
us. ’ Th 

Assistant Attorney. General 
Paul Maggiotto said Smart’s 
defense counsel has no evidence 
that the jury Was tainted by the 
media, ceri te the fact el 
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an interview, which Johnson 
had quoted, said the media 
presence did not affect her deci-- 
sion, 


‘'The only conclusion you 
could come to after jooking at 
her tape in its entirety is that it 
(media attention) did not affect 
her ability to render a fair and 
impartial verdict: In fact, “if 
anything, it just gave her pity 
towards the defendant,'’ Mag- 
giotto said. ‘'There is absolutely 
no evidence before this court 
which would indicate that Pam- 
ela Smart was denied a fair trial 
by the failure to sequester.'’- 


‘The key to winning the ap- 
peal was the fact tHe judge did 
not follow the rule of law. One of 
those rules is sequestration in 
case of high visibility,’ Johnson 
said after the hearing. 
didn’t sequester the jury even 
during deliberations. No one 
can get a fair trial under those 
circumstances, They should 
have been sequestered from the 
time that they were chosen,"’ _ 
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